
Community Access & Participation (CAP) 
2024-25 Grant 

Application Assistance Workshop



Cultural Affairs

ABOUT CAP: 

It provides grants to City-based nonprofit arts and culture organizations; 
so they can provide Santa Monica residents and visitors 

with increased access to high-quality arts and culture programs. 

(Project Specific small grants)

• Application Deadline: Wednesday, October 16, 2024, 11:59pm
 
• Project Term: January 1, 2025, through June 30, 2025



Cultural Affairs

WHAT’S NEW

• Application & requirements shortened & simplified, simple online application form!

• Current or last cycle (2023-24) OSP and CAP grantees are not required to submit supplemental financial 
materials as part of the CAP application. 

• New Orgs, or not funded in the last CAP or OSP grant cycle (2023-24) you must submit both:
 SMU DataArts Funder Report and a 990.  

• Organizations may only submit one application per CAP application cycle. 

• Grant award amounts will range between $3,000 - $6,000. 

• Applications will be internally reviewed by City of Santa Monica Arts Commission staff. 

• CAP Project categories updated to reflect the City of Santa Monica’s 2023-25 Strategic Priorities. 



Cultural Affairs

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
CAP Applicants must: 

• be a “resident Santa Monica arts or cultural organization” w/ a primary administrative office within Santa 
Monica city limits.  

• Applicants must maintain 501(c) 3 tax-exempt status w/ the IRS.

CAP Projects must: 

• Take place between January 1, 2025 - June 30, 2025. (note reporting & final invoicing happens before that!)

• Provide Santa Monica residents and visitors with increased access to high-quality arts and cultural activities.

• Take place within the City of Santa Monica and be offered to City residents.
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NOT ELIGIBLE

• Any city agency or other governmental body 

• Any agency that currently receives more than 25% of its total 
funding (including in-kind services) from the City of Santa Monica 

• Capital improvement projects or equipment purchases 

• Deficit programs 

• Fundraisers or events that are not open to the public
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HOW TO APPLY

• APPLICATION DEADLINE: October 16, 2024, 11:59pm

• Draft your application first! Sample application linked in 
guidelines. 

• New, simplified application:
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PROGRAM TIMELINE

• Application Deadline: Wednesday, October 16, 2024, 11:59pm

• October – November: Internal Staff Review 

• Arts Commission Approval: Monday, November 18, 2024 

• Award Announcements: December, 2024 

• Contracting: December – January, 2024  

• CAP Project Term: January 1, 2025, through June 30, 2025
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TIPS & QUESTIONS: 

• Program info, application & guidelines link on our website: 
santamonica.gov - Grants for Arts Organizations

• Read the guidelines thoroughly!

• Don’t wait until the last minute, I will be available to answer 
emails/questions until 3pm on the deadline, Oct 16.

• Schedule “office hours” one-on-one appts w/ me:
https://tinyurl.com/officehoursLDS

• QUESTIONS & THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME!  


