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Agenda for Study Session
1. Background Info for Updating the Safety Element
2. Integration with Other City Plans
3. Issues to be Addressed in Safety Element
4. Process and Timeline
5. Discussion Questions for the Commission



General Plan

LUCEHousing Element Historic Preservation Conservation

NoiseOpen SpaceSafety

What is the Safety Element?
Safety Element is a Mandatory Element of General Plan



What is the Safety Element?
The Safety Element establishes the City’s goals, 
policies, and programs to reduce the risk of 
death, injuries, property damage, and social 
dislocation due to hazards in the natural and 
built environment including:

• Geological and seismic hazards, including earthquakes, 
ground failure, and landslides 

• Flooding 
• Fires 
• Climate change effects, including sea level rise, 

droughts, and heat waves 
• Hazardous materials and waste 
• Airport Hazards 

Seismic Hazards

Airport Safety

Geologic Hazards Hazardous 
Materials

Flooding

Climate Change

Fires

Santa Monica 
Safety Element



Why Update the Safety Element?

State requirements
• SB 379 – address climate change
• SB 1035 – update Safety Element upon 

adoption of Housing Element
• AB 747 – identify evacuation routes

Ensure that the City establishes the framework for a safer and more resilient 
community.

1995 Safety Element 
outdated
• Santa Monica Fault maps 

(2018)
• FEMA Flood maps (2022)
• Climate change effects not 

discussed

Integration with Recent City 
Plans
• Climate Action &  Adaptation Plan
• Local Hazard Mitigation Plan
• Housing Element



• Local Hazard Mitigation Plan (2016)
• To be updated concurrently in coordination with Office 

of Emergency Management
• Required by FEMA for update every 5 years
• Supplements the Safety Element, which provides 

broader overview and framework
• Identifies specific strategies and actions for 

responding to and mitigating hazards
• Climate Action and Adaptation Plan (2019)

• Analyzes climate change effects and vulnerability
• Identifies resiliency strategies to minimize effects
• State law requires Safety Element to address climate 

change effects

Other City Plans



Issues to be Addressed

Geologic/Soils Seismic Risks Climate Change Wildfires Flooding

Natural Hazards

Built Environment Hazards
Airport-RelatedUrban FiresHazardous Materials



Apply equity lens - Effects on vulnerable population groups

Issues to be Addressed

Seniors Infants Communities 
of Color

Low-Income 
Households

Sick or 
Disabled



Geologic and Seismic Hazards
Slope Failures (including Landslides)
Coastal Erosion
Collapsible Soils
Expansive Soils
Subsidence
Seismic Related Effects

 Fault Rupture
Ground Shaking
 Liquefaction



• SM Fault zone designated in 2018

• More than 20 fault studies 
prepared since designation, and 
none have yet to find evidence of 
an active recent fault.

• Utilities and major transportation 
corridors, Franklin Elementary, 
cross through SM fault zone

Seismic Risks



Geologic/Soils - Initial Assessment

• Presence of near-source faults extending near or through City including Santa 
Monica, Malibu Coast, Anacapa-Dume, Newport-Inglewood, Palos Verdes, and 
Compton Blind

• Also faults capable of producing large earthquakes including San Andreas Fault 
and San Jacinto Faults, with high probability earthquake in the next few years

Santa Monica is at risk for strong ground shaking and potential fault rupture

Most susceptible populations to earthquake effects are renter populations 
in soft-story buildings not retrofitted

As of May 2023, 44% (865 cases) Seismic Retrofit cases remain open since Seismic Retrofit 
Ordinance 2017



Flooding
 Inland Flooding from storms
 Dam Failure (City of LA Stone Canyon & 

Riviera Dams)
 Above-Ground Reservoir Failure
Tsunami
Coastal Flooding Damage from the 1938 flood at Santa Monica Canyon 

Localized flooding from rainstorms







Flooding - Initial Assessment

• FEMA indicates coastal areas as within 100 and 500 year flood zones

• Climate change will exacerbate sea level rise and storm effects

• Water storage facilities in the City (Mt Olivet)and City of Los Angeles could lead to 
flooding if damaged following an earthquake

• Localized urban flooding during storms (such as atmospheric river events) is a 
problem if inadequate drainage infrastructure

Moderate flood risk in Santa Monica

Coastal populations susceptible to flooding



Fires
No fire hazard zones within City boundaries

Nearby wildfire zones are to the north 
(Pacific Palisades and Santa Monica 
Mountains)

Smoke from wildfires is most significant 
concern, particularly to sensitive 
populations



Fires - Initial Assessment

In 2022, less than 3% SMFD calls 
were related to fires 

Seniors, children, unhoused populations, outdoor workers, and 
immunocompromised individuals at greatest risk from smoke

Urban fire risks are relatively low



Climate Change Effects
Extreme Heat
Wildfires
Drought
Severe Weather Events (Rain) 
Sea Level Rise and Coastal Flooding



Climate Change Effects

Extreme heat is one of the most immediate felt consequences of 
climate change. In 2022, record breaking temperatures were set in 
many California cities including Sacramento and San Jose.



Climate Change - Initial Assessment
Complement and build upon the climate action and adaption  strategies in 
the City’s CAAP 

Vulnerable communities include low-income, unhoused, and 
historically impacted populations (e.g. households near I-10 freeway)



Climate Change - Initial Assessment
Incorporate and supplement the sea level rise and coastal hazard 
strategies in the 2018 Local Coastal Program Land Use Plan

Vulnerable communities to sea level rise include land uses within the 
coastal zone

Source: Climate Central



Hazardous Materials Exposure
 Discharges into Storm Drains
 Toxic Releases Inventory
 Hazardous Materials Disclosure Program
 Hazardous Materials Incident Response
 Leaking Underground Tanks
 Water and Air Quality
 Emissions into Air and Ocean





Hazardous Materials - Initial Assessment

Workers and nearby sensitive populations at greatest risk during soil 
disturbance at contaminated sites

Soil and groundwater contamination is a concern, particularly along “Auto 
Row”, in former industrial areas, and the Bergamot Area



Airport-Related Hazards

Aircraft-Related Incidents
Noise
Hazardous Materials



Airport Hazards - Initial Assessment
With anticipated SMO closure in 2028, hazards such as aircraft-related 
incidents and noise will cease; however, contamination will need to be 
considered for future land use

Nearby households currently at greatest risk of aircraft-hazards

In 2022, SMO recorded 72,039 flight 
operations (i.e., departures, arrivals), 
with propeller aircraft accounting for 
more than 87% of these

Propeller Jet Helicopter Turboprop

2022 SMO Flight Operations



Disaster Preparedness

Acts of TerrorismNatural Disasters 
(storms, floods, earthquakes, 
floods, heat waves, wildfires)

Public Health Crisis Disruptions in Infrastructure or Services





Disaster Preparedness – Initial Assessment
Coordinate with OEM on the LHMP update to identify emergency 
preparedness and response mitigation policies and actions

Improve accessibility of community resources, investments, and 
services to vulnerable communities 



Safety Element Update Timeline

Spring 2023 
Project

Initiation/Outreach

Summer 2023 
Prepare Draft

Fall 2023 
Public Draft

Winter 2023 
Adoption

• Website Launch
• Technical Background 

Report
• Study sessions with 

Commissions

• Continued Outreach 
• Review public 

comments
• Review background 

report
• Prepare draft Safety 

Element

• Publish draft Safety 
Element

• PC review

• Revise draft
• Final adoption by PC 

and Council



Safety Element Update

Continued Inter-Departmental Coordination with:

• Office of Emergency Management
• Public Works 
• Building and Safety
• Fire Department
• Airport
• Office of Sustainability and Environment



1. What are the priority safety concerns as a result of hazards in the built and 
natural environment in Santa Monica?

2. What other gaps in information should be considered and reviewed in the 
update?

3. What goals and strategies should the City adopt to create a safer and 
resilient community for all?

Questions for Discussion
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